
REAL People’s Fund is a $10M community-powered fund and 
entrepreneurship program that provides non-extractive capital, 
holistic business support, and organizing opportunities to build 
political power for BIPOC* entrepreneurs in the East Bay. 

Power lies in the community and with the people. Our entrepre-
neurship program is all about partnering with entrepreneurs to 
co-create an equitable and inclusive economy that uplifts our 
power, prosperity, joy, and liberation.

When local businesses and workers thrive, we thrive. 

*BIPOC includes Black, Indigenous, Spanish-speaking/Latine, 
Asian/AAPI, low-income, immigrant, undocumented, formerly 
incarcerated and working-class communities of color

Putting Economic and 
Political Power in the 
Hands of the Community

HOLISTIC BUSINESS SUPPORT 
Our program begins with advising to prepare entrepreneurs to 
take on funding. This includes developing a robust and tested 
business and funding plan with clear financial projections. After 
receiving funding, entrepreneurs get ongoing advising on 
improving operations, remaining flexible through business pivots, 
and providing quality jobs to keep businesses thriving locally.

NON-EXTRACTIVE CAPITAL
We are not a bank, so we don’t operate like one. Our funding 
program is a collaborative process based on mission alignment, 
business preparedness, and strength of relationship through 
character-based underwriting. We don't rely on credit scores or 
personal assets to make our investments. We operate with 
transparency, trust, and care.

BUILDING POWER IN COMMUNITY
Power is created through collective action. Our goal is to 
strengthen the leadership and political power of entrepreneurs, 
businesses, and worker-owned cooperatives in the East Bay. We 
collectively organize to provide political education training and 
resources so we can shift the power away from harmful, 
inequitable systems and create long-term social, economic, and 
political change that benefits our community.

Our program 
is the REAL deal 



Who we are
REAL People’s Fund is powered by community, for community. 
We are a team of Bay Area organizers, entrepreneurs, workers, 
innovators, and financial activists who are committed to walking 
entrepreneurs along a journey to make meaningful and equitable 
economic impact.

We are democratically governed by local movement-building 
organizations working across social justice sectors including 
economic empowerment, climate justice, racial justice, worker 
rights and advocacy, civic engagement, housing justice, and 
healing justice. 

Who we serve

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
We provide patient and non-extractive capital to businesses that 
meet our mission criteria:
•   You are a BIPOC entrepreneur, at least 18 years of age, and 
     currently residing in and/or have your business located in 
     Alameda county or Contra Costa county.
•   Your business seeks to create meaningful positive social, 
     environmental, and/or economic impact in your local community.
•   You are growing a business or cooperative with the potential 
     for employing others in the community.
•   You value and are receptive to working with advisors, taking 
     outside advice, and participating in our community.
•   You have a for-profit business that is generating consistent 
     sales/revenue.
•   You are excited about participating in our full entrepreneurship
     program, including pre- and post-capital advising and training
     as well as political and economic powerbuilding opportunities.

WHAT’S NOT PART OF OUR CRITERIA
•   No minimum credit score is required.
•   We do not require any collateral or personal guarantees.
•   We do not conduct background checks and do not screen 
     for incarceration history or citizenship status. 
•   At this time we do not fund any businesses that touch the  
    cannabis flower but we can fund auxiliary services in the 
    cannabis industry.

For more information or questions about being a part of 
our program, please contact jessie@realpeoplesfund.org

We are seeking those who are seeking us: mission-aligned 
entrepreneurs who want to make a social and economic impact
in their community. 

Revolutionizing Our Economy for All Local People

We're committed to an 
economic future that is 
rooted in community care, 
collective prosperity, and 
shared power. 


